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Fort Jefferson


NATIONAL MONUMENT


Lighthouse


Fort Jefferson (1846-74), largest of the 19th-century American coastal forts, and one time “Key to the Gulf of Mexico.”

The seven Dry Tortugas Islands and the
surrounding shoals and waters in the Gulf
of Mexico are included in Fort Jefferson National
Monument. Though the area is off
the beaten track, it has long been famous for
bird and marine life, as well as for legends
of pirates and sunken gold. The century-old
fort is the central feature.

Dry Tortugas

Like a strand of beads hanging from the tip
of Florida, reef islands trail westward into the
Gulf of Mexico. At the end, almost 70 miles
west of Key West, is the cluster of coral keys
called Dry Tortugas. In 1513, the Spanish discoverer
Ponce de León named them las Tortugas—the
Turtles—because of “the great
amount of turtles which there do breed.” The
later name Dry Tortugas, warns the mariner
that there is no fresh water here.

Past Tortugas sailed the treasure-laden
ships of Spain, braving shipwreck and corsairs.
Not until Florida became part of the
United States in 1821 were the pirates finally
driven out. Then, for additional insurance to
a growing United States commerce in the
Gulf, a lighthouse was built at Tortugas, on
Garden Key, in 1825. Thirty-one years later
the present 150-foot light was erected on Loggerhead
Key.

The Need for a Fort

In the words of the naval captain who surveyed
the Keys in 1830, Tortugas could “control
navigation of the Gulf.” Commerce from
the growing Mississippi Valley sailed the
Gulf to reach the Atlantic. Enemy seizure of
Tortugas would cut off this vital traffic, and
naval tactics from this strategic base could be
effective against even a superior force.

There were still keen memories of Jackson’s
fight with the British at New Orleans,
and Britain was currently developing her
West Indies possessions. Trouble in Cuba was
near. Texas, a new republic, seemed about to
form an alliance with France or England, thus
providing the Europeans with a foothold on
the Gulf Coast.

Thirty Years of Construction

During the first half of the 1800’s the
United States began a chain of seacoast defenses
from Maine to Texas. The largest link
was Fort Jefferson, half a mile in perimeter
and covering most of 16-acre Garden Key.
From foundation to crown its 8-foot-thick
walls stand 50 feet high. It has 3 gun tiers,
designed for 450 guns, and a garrison of
1,500 men.



The fort was started in 1846, and, although
work went on for almost 30 years, it was
never finished. The U. S. Engineer Corps
planned and supervised the building. Artisans
imported from the North and slaves from
Key West made up most of the labor gang.
After 1861 the slaves were partly replaced by
military prisoners, but slave labor did not end
until Lincoln freed the slaves in 1863.

The War Between the States

To prevent Florida’s seizure of the half-complete,
unarmed defense, Federal troops
hurriedly occupied Fort Jefferson (January
19, 1861), but aside from a few warning
shots at Confederate privateers, there was no
action. The average garrison numbered 500
men, and building quarters for them accounted
for most of the wartime construction.

Little important work was done after 1866,
for the new rifled cannon had already made
the fort obsolete. Further, the engineers
found that the foundations rested not upon
a solid coral reef, but upon sand and coral
boulders washed up by the sea. The huge
structure settled, and the walls began to crack.

Yellow Fever

For almost 10 years after the war, Fort
Jefferson remained a prison. Among the prisoners
sent there in 1865 were the “Lincoln
Conspirators”—Michael O’Loughlin, Samuel
Arnold, Edward Spangler, and Dr. Samuel
A. Mudd. Dr. Mudd, knowing nothing of
President Lincoln’s assassination, had set the
broken leg of the fugitive assassin, John
Wilkes Booth. The innocent physician was
convicted of conspiracy and sentenced to life
imprisonment at hard labor.

Normally, Tortugas was a healthful post,
but in 1867 yellow fever came. From August
18 to November 14 the epidemic raged, striking
270 of the 300 men at the fort. Among
the first of the 38 fatalities was the post surgeon,
Maj. Joseph Sim Smith. Dr. Mudd, together
with Dr. Daniel Whitehurst, from Key
West, worked day and night to fight the
scourge. Two years later, Dr. Mudd was
pardoned.



It is a mile-long walk through the gunroom galleries.



The Spanish-American War

Because of hurricane damage and another
fever outbreak, Fort Jefferson was abandoned
in 1874. During the 1880’s, however, the
United States began a naval building program,
and Navy men looked at this southern
outpost as a possible naval base. From Tortugas
Harbor the battleship Maine weighed
anchor for Cuba, and when she was blown
up in Havana Harbor, on February 15, 1898,

the Navy began a coaling station outside the
fort walls, bringing the total cost of the fortification
to some 3½ million dollars. The
big sheds were hardly completed before a
hurricane smashed the loading rigs.

One of the first naval wireless stations was
built at the fort early in the 1900’s, and, during
World War I, Tortugas was equipped for
a seaplane base. But as the military moved out
again, fire and storms and salvagers took their
toll, leaving the “Gibraltar of the Gulf” the
vast ruin that it is today.

Tortugas Birds

One of our great national wildlife spectacles
occurs each year between May and September,
when the sooty terns assemble on
Bush Key for their nesting season. The terns
come from the Caribbean Sea and west-central
Atlantic Ocean and land by the thousands
on Bush Key. Their nests are no more than
depressions in the warm sand. The parents
take turns shading their single egg from the
sun. When the young are strong enough for
continuous flight, the colony again heads
southeastward to tropical seas.

The presence of these tropical oceanic birds
at Tortugas was recorded by Ponce de León
(1513), Capt. John Hawkins (1565), John
James Audubon (1832), and Louis Agassiz
(1858). During the early 1900’s, commercial
egg-raiding reduced the colony to only
4,000 birds, but careful protection restored
the strength of the colony; 120,000 birds are
now recorded at the rookery. Several hundred
noddy terns, similar to the sooty in habit and
size, nest in the low shrubbery of Bush Key.

The great man-o’-war, or frigate, bird congregates
here during the tern season to enjoy
an easy existence on minnows pirated from
the terns. With a wingspread of about 7 feet,
the frigate is one of the most graceful of the
soaring birds. Though rarely seen elsewhere
in any number, as many as 200 glide endlessly
on the thermal updrafts above the fort.

Blue-faced and brown boobies of the West
Indies are year-round residents of Tortugas.
Each summer a colony of a few hundred roseate
terns, which normally inhabit the Atlantic
seaboard north of Cape Hatteras, nest
on Long Key. In season, a continuous procession
of songbirds and other migrants fly
over or drop off for rest at the islands, which
lie across one of the principal flyways from
the United States to Cuba and South America.
Familiar gulls and terns of the north, as well
as many migratory shore birds, spend the
winter at Tortugas.



Ruins of the officers’ quarters.





Dr. Samuel A. Mudd.







The sooty tern shades its eggs from the hot sun.



Plant and Animal Life

The warm Gulf Stream waters support
great reefs of coral and “forests” of marine
plants, which in turn provide refuge for the
myriad forms of animal life in nature’s aquarium.
The visitor who is equipped with a
glass-bottomed bucket or box can enjoy the
sight of brilliant tropical fish and crustaceans
in the crystal-clear waters of their native environment.
Sport fishing is permitted in accordance
with regulations, which may be
obtained from the superintendent.

The native flora is tropical, principally
mangrove, button-mangrove or buttonwood,
bay cedar, seagrape, sea-lavender, purslane,
and seaoats—all quite characteristic of the
lower east coast of Florida.

The early residents, however, brought in
many plants, including the feathery tamarind,
gumbo limbo, Australian-pine, and coconut
and date palms. Growing out of the ruins
may be a pepper plant that came from a garden
in Havana.

About Your Visit

Fort Jefferson is 68 miles from Key West
and is accessible only by boat. Landing of aircraft
is prohibited because of the hazards to
wildlife. However, there are no other restrictions
that would interfere with your enjoyment
of a rare experience. The area is an
isolated wilderness, and you must provide for
your own independent existence—no housing,
meals, transportation, or supplies are
available. The anchorage is large and well
protected, and a landing wharf is available.

National Park Service representatives at
Fort Jefferson are on duty to enforce regulations
and to guide you to the most interesting
points in the area. You are required to register
at the fort. There is no charge for admission.

Administration

Fort Jefferson was declared a national
monument by Presidential proclamation of
January 4, 1935. The monument includes the
Dry Tortugas Islands and a surrounding
water area of about 75 square miles. Correspondence
regarding the monument should be
addressed to the Superintendent, Fort Jefferson
National Monument, Key West, Fla.





FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT;

DRY TORTUGAS; FLORIDA

High-resolution Map




U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Seal


United States Department of the Interior


Fred A. Seaton, Secretary


National Park Service, Conrad L. Wirth, Director


Reprint 1958



U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1958 O-467962


The National Park System, of which this area is a unit, is dedicated to conserving the scenic, scientific, and historic heritage of the United States for the benefit and enjoyment of its people.





Transcriber’s Notes

	Silently corrected a few typos.

	Retained publication information from the printed edition: this eBook is public-domain in the country of publication.

	In the text versions only, text in italics is delimited by _underscores_.





*** END OF THE PROJECT GUTENBERG EBOOK FORT JEFFERSON NATIONAL MONUMENT, FLORIDA ***



    

Updated editions will replace the previous one—the old editions will
be renamed.


Creating the works from print editions not protected by U.S. copyright
law means that no one owns a United States copyright in these works,
so the Foundation (and you!) can copy and distribute it in the United
States without permission and without paying copyright
royalties. Special rules, set forth in the General Terms of Use part
of this license, apply to copying and distributing Project
Gutenberg™ electronic works to protect the PROJECT GUTENBERG™
concept and trademark. Project Gutenberg is a registered trademark,
and may not be used if you charge for an eBook, except by following
the terms of the trademark license, including paying royalties for use
of the Project Gutenberg trademark. If you do not charge anything for
copies of this eBook, complying with the trademark license is very
easy. You may use this eBook for nearly any purpose such as creation
of derivative works, reports, performances and research. Project
Gutenberg eBooks may be modified and printed and given away—you may
do practically ANYTHING in the United States with eBooks not protected
by U.S. copyright law. Redistribution is subject to the trademark
license, especially commercial redistribution.



START: FULL LICENSE


THE FULL PROJECT GUTENBERG™ LICENSE


PLEASE READ THIS BEFORE YOU DISTRIBUTE OR USE THIS WORK


To protect the Project Gutenberg™ mission of promoting the free
distribution of electronic works, by using or distributing this work
(or any other work associated in any way with the phrase “Project
Gutenberg”), you agree to comply with all the terms of the Full
Project Gutenberg License available with this file or online at
www.gutenberg.org/license.


Section 1. General Terms of Use and Redistributing Project Gutenberg
electronic works


1.A. By reading or using any part of this Project Gutenberg
electronic work, you indicate that you have read, understand, agree to
and accept all the terms of this license and intellectual property
(trademark/copyright) agreement. If you do not agree to abide by all
the terms of this agreement, you must cease using and return or
destroy all copies of Project Gutenberg electronic works in your
possession. If you paid a fee for obtaining a copy of or access to a
Project Gutenberg electronic work and you do not agree to be bound
by the terms of this agreement, you may obtain a refund from the person
or entity to whom you paid the fee as set forth in paragraph 1.E.8.


1.B. “Project Gutenberg” is a registered trademark. It may only be
used on or associated in any way with an electronic work by people who
agree to be bound by the terms of this agreement. There are a few
things that you can do with most Project Gutenberg electronic works
even without complying with the full terms of this agreement. See
paragraph 1.C below. There are a lot of things you can do with Project
Gutenberg electronic works if you follow the terms of this
agreement and help preserve free future access to Project Gutenberg
electronic works. See paragraph 1.E below.


1.C. The Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation (“the
Foundation” or PGLAF), owns a compilation copyright in the collection
of Project Gutenberg electronic works. Nearly all the individual
works in the collection are in the public domain in the United
States. If an individual work is unprotected by copyright law in the
United States and you are located in the United States, we do not
claim a right to prevent you from copying, distributing, performing,
displaying or creating derivative works based on the work as long as
all references to Project Gutenberg are removed. Of course, we hope
that you will support the Project Gutenberg mission of promoting
free access to electronic works by freely sharing Project Gutenberg
works in compliance with the terms of this agreement for keeping the
Project Gutenberg name associated with the work. You can easily
comply with the terms of this agreement by keeping this work in the
same format with its attached full Project Gutenberg License when
you share it without charge with others.


1.D. The copyright laws of the place where you are located also govern
what you can do with this work. Copyright laws in most countries are
in a constant state of change. If you are outside the United States,
check the laws of your country in addition to the terms of this
agreement before downloading, copying, displaying, performing,
distributing or creating derivative works based on this work or any
other Project Gutenberg work. The Foundation makes no
representations concerning the copyright status of any work in any
country other than the United States.


1.E. Unless you have removed all references to Project Gutenberg:


1.E.1. The following sentence, with active links to, or other
immediate access to, the full Project Gutenberg License must appear
prominently whenever any copy of a Project Gutenberg work (any work
on which the phrase “Project Gutenberg” appears, or with which the
phrase “Project Gutenberg” is associated) is accessed, displayed,
performed, viewed, copied or distributed:


    This eBook is for the use of anyone anywhere in the United States and most
    other parts of the world at no cost and with almost no restrictions
    whatsoever. You may copy it, give it away or re-use it under the terms
    of the Project Gutenberg™ License included with this eBook or online
    at www.gutenberg.org. If you
    are not located in the United States, you will have to check the laws
    of the country where you are located before using this eBook.
  


1.E.2. If an individual Project Gutenberg electronic work is
derived from texts not protected by U.S. copyright law (does not
contain a notice indicating that it is posted with permission of the
copyright holder), the work can be copied and distributed to anyone in
the United States without paying any fees or charges. If you are
redistributing or providing access to a work with the phrase “Project
Gutenberg” associated with or appearing on the work, you must comply
either with the requirements of paragraphs 1.E.1 through 1.E.7 or
obtain permission for the use of the work and the Project Gutenberg
trademark as set forth in paragraphs 1.E.8 or 1.E.9.


1.E.3. If an individual Project Gutenberg electronic work is posted
with the permission of the copyright holder, your use and distribution
must comply with both paragraphs 1.E.1 through 1.E.7 and any
additional terms imposed by the copyright holder. Additional terms
will be linked to the Project Gutenberg License for all works
posted with the permission of the copyright holder found at the
beginning of this work.


1.E.4. Do not unlink or detach or remove the full Project Gutenberg
License terms from this work, or any files containing a part of this
work or any other work associated with Project Gutenberg.


1.E.5. Do not copy, display, perform, distribute or redistribute this
electronic work, or any part of this electronic work, without
prominently displaying the sentence set forth in paragraph 1.E.1 with
active links or immediate access to the full terms of the Project
Gutenberg License.


1.E.6. You may convert to and distribute this work in any binary,
compressed, marked up, nonproprietary or proprietary form, including
any word processing or hypertext form. However, if you provide access
to or distribute copies of a Project Gutenberg work in a format
other than “Plain Vanilla ASCII” or other format used in the official
version posted on the official Project Gutenberg website
(www.gutenberg.org), you must, at no additional cost, fee or expense
to the user, provide a copy, a means of exporting a copy, or a means
of obtaining a copy upon request, of the work in its original “Plain
Vanilla ASCII” or other form. Any alternate format must include the
full Project Gutenberg License as specified in paragraph 1.E.1.


1.E.7. Do not charge a fee for access to, viewing, displaying,
performing, copying or distributing any Project Gutenberg works
unless you comply with paragraph 1.E.8 or 1.E.9.


1.E.8. You may charge a reasonable fee for copies of or providing
access to or distributing Project Gutenberg electronic works
provided that:


    	• You pay a royalty fee of 20% of the gross profits you derive from
        the use of Project Gutenberg works calculated using the method
        you already use to calculate your applicable taxes. The fee is owed
        to the owner of the Project Gutenberg trademark, but he has
        agreed to donate royalties under this paragraph to the Project
        Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation. Royalty payments must be paid
        within 60 days following each date on which you prepare (or are
        legally required to prepare) your periodic tax returns. Royalty
        payments should be clearly marked as such and sent to the Project
        Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation at the address specified in
        Section 4, “Information about donations to the Project Gutenberg
        Literary Archive Foundation.”
    

    	• You provide a full refund of any money paid by a user who notifies
        you in writing (or by e-mail) within 30 days of receipt that s/he
        does not agree to the terms of the full Project Gutenberg™
        License. You must require such a user to return or destroy all
        copies of the works possessed in a physical medium and discontinue
        all use of and all access to other copies of Project Gutenberg™
        works.
    

    	• You provide, in accordance with paragraph 1.F.3, a full refund of
        any money paid for a work or a replacement copy, if a defect in the
        electronic work is discovered and reported to you within 90 days of
        receipt of the work.
    

    	• You comply with all other terms of this agreement for free
        distribution of Project Gutenberg™ works.
    



1.E.9. If you wish to charge a fee or distribute a Project
Gutenberg™ electronic work or group of works on different terms than
are set forth in this agreement, you must obtain permission in writing
from the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, the manager of
the Project Gutenberg™ trademark. Contact the Foundation as set
forth in Section 3 below.


1.F.


1.F.1. Project Gutenberg volunteers and employees expend considerable
effort to identify, do copyright research on, transcribe and proofread
works not protected by U.S. copyright law in creating the Project
Gutenberg™ collection. Despite these efforts, Project Gutenberg™
electronic works, and the medium on which they may be stored, may
contain “Defects,” such as, but not limited to, incomplete, inaccurate
or corrupt data, transcription errors, a copyright or other
intellectual property infringement, a defective or damaged disk or
other medium, a computer virus, or computer codes that damage or
cannot be read by your equipment.


1.F.2. LIMITED WARRANTY, DISCLAIMER OF DAMAGES - Except for the “Right
of Replacement or Refund” described in paragraph 1.F.3, the Project
Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, the owner of the Project
Gutenberg™ trademark, and any other party distributing a Project
Gutenberg™ electronic work under this agreement, disclaim all
liability to you for damages, costs and expenses, including legal
fees. YOU AGREE THAT YOU HAVE NO REMEDIES FOR NEGLIGENCE, STRICT
LIABILITY, BREACH OF WARRANTY OR BREACH OF CONTRACT EXCEPT THOSE
PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH 1.F.3. YOU AGREE THAT THE FOUNDATION, THE
TRADEMARK OWNER, AND ANY DISTRIBUTOR UNDER THIS AGREEMENT WILL NOT BE
LIABLE TO YOU FOR ACTUAL, DIRECT, INDIRECT, CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE OR
INCIDENTAL DAMAGES EVEN IF YOU GIVE NOTICE OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH
DAMAGE.


1.F.3. LIMITED RIGHT OF REPLACEMENT OR REFUND - If you discover a
defect in this electronic work within 90 days of receiving it, you can
receive a refund of the money (if any) you paid for it by sending a
written explanation to the person you received the work from. If you
received the work on a physical medium, you must return the medium
with your written explanation. The person or entity that provided you
with the defective work may elect to provide a replacement copy in
lieu of a refund. If you received the work electronically, the person
or entity providing it to you may choose to give you a second
opportunity to receive the work electronically in lieu of a refund. If
the second copy is also defective, you may demand a refund in writing
without further opportunities to fix the problem.


1.F.4. Except for the limited right of replacement or refund set forth
in paragraph 1.F.3, this work is provided to you ‘AS-IS’, WITH NO
OTHER WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT
LIMITED TO WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PURPOSE.


1.F.5. Some states do not allow disclaimers of certain implied
warranties or the exclusion or limitation of certain types of
damages. If any disclaimer or limitation set forth in this agreement
violates the law of the state applicable to this agreement, the
agreement shall be interpreted to make the maximum disclaimer or
limitation permitted by the applicable state law. The invalidity or
unenforceability of any provision of this agreement shall not void the
remaining provisions.


1.F.6. INDEMNITY - You agree to indemnify and hold the Foundation, the
trademark owner, any agent or employee of the Foundation, anyone
providing copies of Project Gutenberg™ electronic works in
accordance with this agreement, and any volunteers associated with the
production, promotion and distribution of Project Gutenberg™
electronic works, harmless from all liability, costs and expenses,
including legal fees, that arise directly or indirectly from any of
the following which you do or cause to occur: (a) distribution of this
or any Project Gutenberg work, (b) alteration, modification, or
additions or deletions to any Project Gutenberg work, and (c) any
Defect you cause.


Section 2. Information about the Mission of Project Gutenberg


Project Gutenberg is synonymous with the free distribution of
electronic works in formats readable by the widest variety of
computers including obsolete, old, middle-aged and new computers. It
exists because of the efforts of hundreds of volunteers and donations
from people in all walks of life.


Volunteers and financial support to provide volunteers with the
assistance they need are critical to reaching Project Gutenberg’s
goals and ensuring that the Project Gutenberg collection will
remain freely available for generations to come. In 2001, the Project
Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation was created to provide a secure
and permanent future for Project Gutenberg and future
generations. To learn more about the Project Gutenberg Literary
Archive Foundation and how your efforts and donations can help, see
Sections 3 and 4 and the Foundation information page at www.gutenberg.org.


Section 3. Information about the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation


The Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation is a non-profit
501(c)(3) educational corporation organized under the laws of the
state of Mississippi and granted tax exempt status by the Internal
Revenue Service. The Foundation’s EIN or federal tax identification
number is 64-6221541. Contributions to the Project Gutenberg Literary
Archive Foundation are tax deductible to the full extent permitted by
U.S. federal laws and your state’s laws.


The Foundation’s business office is located at 41 Watchung Plaza #516,
Montclair NJ 07042, USA, +1 (862) 621-9288. Email contact links and up
to date contact information can be found at the Foundation’s website
and official page at www.gutenberg.org/contact


Section 4. Information about Donations to the Project Gutenberg
Literary Archive Foundation


Project Gutenberg™ depends upon and cannot survive without widespread
public support and donations to carry out its mission of
increasing the number of public domain and licensed works that can be
freely distributed in machine-readable form accessible by the widest
array of equipment including outdated equipment. Many small donations
($1 to $5,000) are particularly important to maintaining tax exempt
status with the IRS.


The Foundation is committed to complying with the laws regulating
charities and charitable donations in all 50 states of the United
States. Compliance requirements are not uniform and it takes a
considerable effort, much paperwork and many fees to meet and keep up
with these requirements. We do not solicit donations in locations
where we have not received written confirmation of compliance. To SEND
DONATIONS or determine the status of compliance for any particular state
visit www.gutenberg.org/donate.


While we cannot and do not solicit contributions from states where we
have not met the solicitation requirements, we know of no prohibition
against accepting unsolicited donations from donors in such states who
approach us with offers to donate.


International donations are gratefully accepted, but we cannot make
any statements concerning tax treatment of donations received from
outside the United States. U.S. laws alone swamp our small staff.


Please check the Project Gutenberg web pages for current donation
methods and addresses. Donations are accepted in a number of other
ways including checks, online payments and credit card donations. To
donate, please visit: www.gutenberg.org/donate.


Section 5. General Information About Project Gutenberg electronic works


Professor Michael S. Hart was the originator of the Project
Gutenberg concept of a library of electronic works that could be
freely shared with anyone. For forty years, he produced and
distributed Project Gutenberg eBooks with only a loose network of
volunteer support.


Project Gutenberg eBooks are often created from several printed
editions, all of which are confirmed as not protected by copyright in
the U.S. unless a copyright notice is included. Thus, we do not
necessarily keep eBooks in compliance with any particular paper
edition.


Most people start at our website which has the main PG search
facility: www.gutenberg.org.


This website includes information about Project Gutenberg,
including how to make donations to the Project Gutenberg Literary
Archive Foundation, how to help produce our new eBooks, and how to
subscribe to our email newsletter to hear about new eBooks.




OEBPS/606991852610566423_cover.jpg
/J "%
i

\\Fort Jefferson
\( NATIONAL MONUMENT

'\  Florida






