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PREFACE
TO THE FIFTHO EDITION.

FIRST SERIES.

Tem past has o charm for Americans, as well as for tho inhabitaats of countries whoso history
extonds fur into the shadowy and unknown; our carly and romantic past has the morit of boing known
and truly related; everything which adds to theso truths is sought for with avidity by the curious and
intelligent inquiror. Wo havo now many autograph collectors, who may be viewed in tho light of
proservers of documents which would otherwise perish or bo dispersed; to few, comparatively, aro
their treasurcs revealed. Tt was suggested, therofore, that a few of the most rare and curious “Ilis-
torical and Literary Curiosities” in the possession of individaals, should be grouped for tho amuscment
and instruction of tho presont and of future generations, who may woll know from printed aceounts
wha things were done, but who can also thus learn /ow they were done,

Nearly all the articles in the present collection have beon taken by compotent artists from the
originals of which hey purport to be fac-similes. Considerablo labor and trouble have beon oxpendad
in collecting together the varied materials horo presented; but it has been with tho Tditors a “labor
of love,” rewarded by the pleasure of the pursuit.

The work having been received with extraordinary favor by tho public,and a fth edition boing
called for, some additions and alterations have been made, which will creato increased interest in tho
volume. 7. JAY SMITH,

JOIIN F. WATSON.

#* Fully to understand the worl, it is necessary, in turning over the pages, to have constant
reference to the Table of Contents, where will be found many explanations for which space could not
be found on the plates.

NOTE TO THE SIXTH EDITION.

Notwithstanding the announcement in the second series of this work that the first would not be
roprinted, the public has demanded a sixth edition, which has been entirely redrawn, and many highly
interesting additions have been made.

Pumangiia, Octaber, 1860,
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A LETTER OF DISMISSION FROM THE CHURCH OF DORCHESTER, MASSACHUSETTS.
IN THE HANDWRITING OF REV. RICHARD MATHER.

TO the Reverend & o aearly beloved in the Lord, the Elders & Brethren of the Church at
Roxebury, Mercy and Peace in Cht. Jesus.

Reverend & beloved brethren, The good Providence of the Lord having so disposed that Hamnah the
daughter of Tho: Andrewes of this toune is joyned in muriage with an inhabitant amongst you, whose name
as we conceive is W: Hopkins, & the said Hannah having desired dismission fi0 this church, y* so (if it be
3+ will of God to sherw her this favour) she may be joyned as a member of the church W' you, amongst who
ehe now dwells, These are therefore to cortifye you y* o'sclves & the most of the brethren w* us have
consented to er desyre herein, as conceiving it most orderly that psons should joyne y=selves as members to
the church where God disposelh of their usuall habitacon & abode, rather than to dwell in one place &
retayne their membershipp clswhere, and accounting y* though the said Hannah have xot yet bene séed to full
comunion, yet inasmueh as she was borne & baptised wit us as a member, (her mother being a beloved sister
Wit us) and was never cutt off > hor membership by excolunication, nor (for ought yt ever we have seene
or knowne or heard of her) hath deserved so to be, y* therefore her membershipp doth stil continue; (for we
see ot weight of reson to judge y* such 18 were members in Infancy should cease to be members meercly
beeause now they arc growne fo yeares & becde adult) Upon such consideracons as these 'selves & the
most of the brethren w us have consented as we have said.

We do therefore cofriend her to yo* loving acceptance in the Lord, requesting y she giving such satisfuc-
com a5 i mect you would receive her into holy coveit wi yo'selyes, y* 5o she may be one of yor church.
So wishing i3 o hearts y¢ she & many ofhers in these churches may have such gruce given fo ¥ of God,
y* they may be knowne to be a seed we* y* Lord hath blessed, we take leave & rest

Yor loving brethren in the Lord,
RICHARD MATHER,
GEORGE MINOTT,
HENRY WITHINGTON.

Dorchester, this 24th
of the 2 mon. 1660. 2
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THE FIRST PRESS IN AMERICA, AND THE INDIAN BIBLE.

THE first press in what is now the United States, was at Cambridge, Massachuselts, where, so luic as
1650, the President of the College had the dircction of the concerns of the printing-house, and made contracts
for printing; he was responsible for the productions of the press, which was, for a time, as celebrated as the
presses of the Universties of Oxford and Cambridge, in Englind. The production of so gre
as a translation of the Bible in the Indian lnguage, at this carly date, must be esteemed an
undertaking, especially when the good style of its excoution is considered, together with the difficulties it
encountered. It was printed on a fine paper of pot size, and in quarto; fiftcen hundred copies were tuken,
and afierwards a second edition of two thousand appenred, “at tlie charge aud with the consent of the
Corporation in England for the Propagation of the Gospel amongst the Indians in New Iaglnd.? The 010
“Testament was three years in press, and was followed by an edition of Buxter’s Call o the Unconverted, an
edition of the Psalter, and two editions of Bliot’s* Catechism, ull in the Indian Tunguage.

The Rev. M. Cotlon, a proficient in the Indian language, assistcd Mr. Tiliot in revising and correeting the
second edition ; both editions had tifle-pages in English and Tndian, and the cost of the sccond is found {o
bave been £900 sterling.

Itis an interesting circumstance connected witl the printing of this Bible, that the work was done by an
Indian lad nemed James ; he was bom at an Indian town called Hassanamesitt, now Graflon, Worcester
county, Massachusetts. His fathor was a deacon of the chureh of Indian Christians established in that place ;
when a child the boy was taught, at the Tndian charity school at Cambridge, to read and write the I
language ; in 1659 ke wos apprenticed to Samuel Green, printer at that place, who gave him the suname
of Printer. Green instructed him in the art of printing, and, whilst his apprentice, employed him as a press-

a work

lish

man, &c., in printing the Indian Bible under consideration.

A war taking place between the Jad’s countrymen and the whiles, James
of country, Teft bis master secretly, and joined his brethven in arms; the Tn
repulsed with loss, and became disheartened ; the government of Massachusetts issued a proclunation ¢ That
whatever Indians should within fourteen days next cnsuing, come into the English, might hope for mercy.”
Among hose who came was Jumaes the Prinfer, who, it is supposed, remained in and near Boston till 1680,
sot

, fired with a spark of the love

ians in several skirmishes were

doubtless working at his trade, either with his former master, at Cawbridge, or with Foster, who had Jatel
up a press, the first established in Boston. In 1680 he was engaged with Green, at Cambridge, in printing
the second edition of the Bible. The Rev. John Eliot, in a letter to the Hon. Robert Boyle, at London,
dated March, 1682-3, observes respecting this second edition, T desire to see it done before I dic, and I am
5o deep in years that T cannot expect to live long; besides, we have but one man, viz., the Indian priner,
that is able to compose the sheets, and correct the press with understanding.”  Again, in 1684, Lie says, « Our
workmen have been all sick, and we have but few hands, (at printing,) one Englishman and a boy, and one
Indian ; and many interruptions and diversions do befall us, and we conld do but Tittle this very hard winter.”

Some of James's descendants were living in Graflon in the carly part of the present century; they bore the

sumame of Printer.

For a more full account of this Bible, as well as for much highly interesting matter connected with the
art of book and newspaper making in the early times of our country, see “The History of Printing in
America, by Tsaish Thomas.” Two volumes, octavo. Worcester, 1810,

* Mx. Eliot was called ** The Apostlo of the Tndians,"" and he truly was so. Gotton Mutker mentions in Lis Mogualia that M. Elis
wrote the Biblo ia Indian with one pen.
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COPY OF THE (EXTRAORDINARY) ORIGINAL MEMORANDUM, BY COTTON MATHER,
RESPECTING THE POSSESSED WOMAN.

Whilst T was preaching at a private Fast (kept for
a possessed young woman,)—on Mark
9.28. 29,—y* Devel in y° damsel
flew upon mee & tore the leaf, as
it is now torn over against y* Text:

Nov. 29. 1692

LETTER FROM COTTON MATHER TO GOVERNOR HINKLEY.
5 Boston, 26, 117, 1690.

] You find here enclosed some leiters from my Father to yourself. By his letters to mee I perceive,
that about y* middle of last November, God had so blessed his Applications, as that when all other means
of Restoration to our Ancient Liberties failed us, hee had obtained of y* King an order to y* Judges Holt
& Polleafim, & y* Attumey Solliciter General, to draw up a New Charter for us, wes was done, but just as
this vessel came away, & waited for y* Provi' seal. Governor Sclaler of N. York, had Plymouth putt
into his commission, but partly thto my fathers Industry & Discretion, hee procured y* dropping of it. The
Triends at Whitchall assured him, that if he had petitioned for a charter to be bestowed upon Plymouth by
itself, there had none been obtained for you, nor for us neither; Wherefore hee procured Plymouth to bee
inserted into y* Grant, But when Mr. Wiswal understood it, hee came & told my Father your Colony would all
curse Jim for it; at which y* Sollicitor General being extremely moved, presently dasi’t it out, so that you
are now again, like to bee amexed unto y* govemment of N. Yord:; and if you find yourselves therehy
plunged into manifold miseries you bave none to thanlk for it, but one of your own. The only hope, if there
be any left for you, is, for you immediately to petition y* King & Queen, that you may yett become a province
united unto a Colony we* you may find it more Advantageous for you to belong unto. But, it is not for mee
to bee your Adviser. I pray the Wondesful Counsellour to direct you. *Tis to his conduct that you are now
comitted, by

s,
Your most humble seryt,
C. MATHER.
Govern Hrvoxrey.
THE AUTOGRAPHS OF C. MATHER.
Communication of all salvation to mee? Hee that doth every evening answer these
Q. 3. Am Iwilling to be Employed unto the utmost in bearing  questions will maintain Such Beneficial Con-
a Testimony to Truths & wayes of God and Christ? verse with God as no Tongue can express

Q. 4. Am I resolved to maintain a Combatt with ll the lusts the comforts of; Try it :—
of my heart as Long as Ever they shall in eny measure
lodge within me?
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His Day Run away from Yobn M"Comé, Junier, an
ndian. Woman, about 17 Years of Age, Pitted in

the face, of a mddle Stature and Judifferent fatt having
on hera Drugat, Wafleoat . and Kerfey Petticoat, of a
Light Collour. If any Perfon or Perfons, fhall bring
the faid Girle to her faid Mafler, fhall be Rewarded for

their Trouble to their Conten
American weckly mereury May 24 1726

A Servant Maids Time for Four Years o be fold by
e Dillo Jan 21721,

Very likely Negro Womanto be fold d ?
A 28 Years, fil ﬂ%r Country or City Blnﬁ\\(‘:‘!‘:,ges}\ibc::t
Card, Spin, Knit and Milk+ and any other Country . Werk
Whoever has a Mind for the faid Negro may repair to
Andrew Bradford in Philadelphia.

Young Negro Woman te be fold by Samuel Kirk in

the Second Street, Philadelphia,

Ditlo Nct .68 1791
0 beSold, a very likely Negro Woman fit for all

Mannerof Houfe Work, as Walhing, Starching,
Troning, &, Enquire of Andrew Bradford,

Ditto, Dec.24.1723

A Female Negro Child (o an

exlruordinary good Breed) lebe, guvern awap s Anguire

of Edes and GElb.
Boston GazetleFeb 25.1765,

~ .
70 beSold, for want of FEmploy,
Likely Negro Fellow, about 2 § Years of Agd, he Isan extruor
A ainary good Cook. andunderflands ftling or tendinga Tohla
Véry well, Hikewife all Kind of Floufe Work, fuch as waihing, fcour-
mg, Sferubbingy &c, Allo aNegro ‘Wench hisWile, about 17 Years
old, bornin this City, and, underftands all Sontsof Houfe Work.
For farther Particulars inuire of the Prinler,
New York Gazelte Mar21. 1765

TO BE SOLD.
A hearty flrong, young

NEGRO WENCH,

Fit forcountry work. For particulars enquire off the printer.

- Penind Journal, April. 4' 1765

ﬁ f:‘) UN away from jacob Broune

&ﬂ‘ il. o > Efy; ﬂmb;f‘w;n(y nintl} ult,
" i a Negro Boy, about Fighteen Years
i e old,gvlwms horn in Hophingtar, and.
¥ Sﬁ‘e b , brought up by the Rev. Mr. Barret,
w _APhis Nome s J/bmacl, he has been.

aSoldier at the LLake, is thick fett, has thick Lips,
and goes limping by Reafon.of the great. Toe of his
right Foot being (roze and notquite well. He had.
on when he wentaway,a flriped Jacket, leather Bree-
ches,chequered. woolen Shivt,blue under Jacket,light
coloured Stockings, brafs Bucksles in his Shoes, and
anold mill’d Cap. He isanartful Fellow, and is
fuppofed. will endeavourto pafs for u Soldier, as he
carried off with him a Firelock and Blanket,—Who-
ever fhall takeup the faid Negroand bring him tohis
Mafler, or confine him in any of his Majelty’s Goals
fu that his Mafter: may have him agam, fhall have
FOUR, DOLLARS Reward, and oll Charges paid.
Marblebead, April 2. 1765, JACOB FOWLE.

Hoston Gazette April 8.1765.

FRANCIS LEWIS,

Has tor S A L_E, .
A Choice Parcel of Mufcovado and

Powdar Sugary, in Hogfheads, ‘Trercss, and. Barrela; Ravens
Duck, and.a Negro Woman “andl NegroBoy. --- The. Coach. Houfe
and Stableg, with or without the Garden Spot, formerly the Pro-
perlyal Jofph Murray, Elas in the Broad Way, Lobe let foperately
or together - — Inquirc of (aid Francis Lewis. oy ) Lpr25' 176

Juft Jmported in the (hipi GRANBY, JOSEPH BLEWER
Maitex,

Seventy Gold-Coafi SLAVES

of variousages, and both fexes,
To befuldon e i oy At M. Plumfled’s wharf, by

WILLING and MORRIS,

Andapartof them aveintendedtobe fent in afew days to Dook
Gmc‘l‘(ﬁlléﬁ to be fold, by Mr. Thomas Mudock for cashor
country produce, Penné Jour. Aug 5 176 5.
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THE FIRST AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS.

of the Sabbath; his household piety ; his keeping close and diligent to the work of his calling; bis meek and
peaceable spirit; his caution of publishing any thing offensive, light or hurtful ; and his tender sympathy to the
podr and afllicted. He begun to be pious in the days of his youth; and he would always speak of the won-
derful spirit of piety that then prevailed in the kind with a singular pleasure.”

The first Green died in 1702; and until the Revolution, in 1775, Boston was not witlout one or more
printers of the name. Many of the same name doubtless spread from the luge fumily of this pioncer of
printers.  One of the name removed carly to Annapolis and established the Maryland Gazette, which con-
tinued for nearly one hundred years in the same Funily. The first English edition of the Bible published in
this country was in 1752—printed by Kneeland and Greene.

“Thomas Fleet established the Boston Evening Post in 1735—was industrious and cconomicul, free from
superstition, and possessed (says Thomas) a fund of wit and humour, which was often displayed in bis para
leamed bis trade. Tleet advertised a negro

graphs and advertisements.  He was bom in England, and ther
woman for sale 4s follows: “To be sold by the Printer of this
town, who bas had the small-pox and the measlos ; s as hearty as a horse, as b
like a beaver” Aug. 23, 1742, Tn No. 50 of the Boston Evening Post, he has the following :— We have

paper, the very best Negro Woman in this

as a bird, and will work

Tately received from an intelligent and worthy friend in a neighbouring government, to the southward of us, the
following remarkable piece of news, which we beg our reader’s patieuce to hear, viz that the printer there gets
a great deal of moncy, has twenty shillings for every advertisement published in Lis newspaper, ealls us fools

for working for nothing, and has lately purchased an estate of fourteen hundred pounds’ value.  We should be
Teartily glad (had we cause for it) to retum our friend a il ing account of (e printer’s prosperity he
reumstances scems hereditary to us: It is well known we are the mos
humble, self-denying set of mortals (we wish we could sny men) breathing; for where there is a penny got, we
readily resign it up to those who are no ways related to the business, nor have any elaim or pretence to the
advantages of it.” In anote it is added that the wortly friend was supposed to be Jumes Pruklin, nephew
to Dr. Franklin, who was established at Rhode Island, where at that time the paper eurrey

But alas the reverse of our brother’s

s el

y oW
depreciated.

James Franklin established a third newspaper in Boston in 1721, Franklin’s fatber and awany of lis
friends were inimical o the project. They supposed (says Thomns) that one newspaper was enough for the
whale continent; and they apprehended that another must ocousion absolute ruin to the printer. Before
twelve months had transpired Franklin was taken into custady, publicly censured and imprisoned for publis
what were called ¢ seandalous libels,” &e. A club of writers per—in it they attacked
some of the religious opinions of the day—it was hostile to the clergy. January 14, 1723, an order passed the
council «'That James Franklin be srietly forbidden by this court (o print or publish the New England Courant
or any pamoblet or paver of the like nature, except it be first supervised by the Secrctury of the Province.”
Franislin evaded this order, on advice of the club, by substitating his brother Benys niu's nune 10 me nonmnt z
the latter was apprentice to James. Tn this name, the Courant continued o be pubesiiad threc y

The third newspaper issued in America was the American Weelly Mercury, at Philadelphin of this
we have given specimens, und a fac siwmile of the first number of the Pennsylvania Gazette, edited by
Dr. Franklin.

The first daily paper in the United States was the Pennsylvania Packet, 1784, afterwards Poulson’s

ing

contributed for the

Daily Advertiser.
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THE FIRST AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS.

The Boston News-Letter—There was not a newspaper published in the English colonies, throughout the
extreme continent of North America, until the 24th of April, 1704. It was printed on half a sheet of pot-
paper, with a small pica type, folio. The first page is filled with an extract from the London Flying Post,
respecting the Pretender, who styles himself James the Eighth of Scotland. The Quecn’s speech in Parlia-
ment on that occasion, a few articles under the Boston head, four short paragraphs of marine intelligence from
New York, Philadelphia, and New London, and one advertisement, form the entire contents.

The propietor says,  The News-Letier i to be continued weekly, and all persons who have housts, lands,
farms, tenements, ships, goods, wares, merchandise, &e. &c., to be sold or let, or servants run away, or goods
stole or lost, may have them inserted at a reasonable rate from two pence to five shillings.” It was pablished
by John Caxapbel, a Scotchman, who was a bookseller and postmaster, and was entitled ¢ The Boston News-
Letter. Published by Authority.” The imprint is, “Boston: Printed by B. Green. Sold by Nicholas
Boone, at his Shop near the O1d Meeting-Tlouse.”

In a volume of a newspaper published in Virginia in 1733, we find an ar
News-Letter, under date of .

« Boston, Jun. 4, 1733.—On Thursday Tast, being Dec. 26th, Died here, ater a long and puinful languish-
ment, of a sore that broke inwards, Mr. Bartholomeyw Green, one of the Deacons of the Soulh Chirch, who has
been the principal Printer of this town and country near forty years. He died in the 67th year of his age, being
born at Cambridge, Oct. 12, 1666, And was here very decently interred on the 2d cursent. His fuber was Capt.
Sumuel Green, the famous Printer of Gambridge, who arived with Gov. Winthorp in 1630: He came in the
same ship with the Honourable Thomas Dudley, Esq., and used to tell his children that upon ther first coming
ashore both he and several others were for some time glad to lodge in an empty cask to shelter them from the
wealler for want of housing. This Capt. Green was a commmission officer of the military company f Cam-
bridge, who chose him for abbve 60 years together; and he died there Juwary 1, 1701-2, aged 87, lighly
esteemed and beloved both for piety and a natural genius. He took such grent delight in the military
exercise, that the arrival of their training days would always mise his joy and spirt, and when he was grown
50 old and aged that he could not walk, he would be carried out in the chair into the field to view and order
lis company. He had 19 children by his first wife, and 11 by his second, who was a daughier of the
venerable elder Clask of Cambridge; of which 11 children there s this remarkable; that though two died
Young, yet of the ofher nine there died not one for fifty-two years; the first breach being made about eight

cle extracled from the Boston

years and a half ago.

«This Mr. Green, whose loss we deplore, set up his press with his father at Cambridge, and afterwards
removed to Boston, where on Sept. 16, 1690, soon after he was first married, his press and letters, which were
{hen esteemed the best that had been in the country, were consumed by a fire that began in the neighbourhood;
upon which hereturned to Cambridge, and there continued until the winter 1692-3, when he came back to
Boston, wnere he has been Printer to the Governor and Couneil for near forty years, and of the Boston News-
Letter (excepting a small intermission) from its beginning.

¢ And for his particular character : He was a person’ generally known and esteemed among us, as a very
Jumble and exemplary Christian, one who had much of that primitive Christianity in hitn, which has always
been the distinguishing glory of New England. We may further remark his eminency for a strict observance
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